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The Applicability of Natural Theology in Islamic Kalam and Its Relationship with the
Concept of Wasatiyya
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ABSTRACT

Natural theology has held an important place in Western thought as a method of
acquiring knowledge about the existence and attributes of God based not only on
revelation but also on universal sources such as reason and nature. It is integrated
into revealed theology and seeks to demonstrate the truths of revelation by appealing
to objective sources like reason and the natural world. Evolving from Ancient Greek
philosophy to Medieval Christian theology and later modern thinkers, this approach
stands out particularly for its efforts to offer rational proofs for the existence of God.
But can this mode of thinking find a place in Islamic kalam? This paper first presents
the historical development and conceptual framework of natural theology, followed
by an examination of its counterparts and possible applications within Islamic kalam.
It will analyze to what extent the rational argumentation methods found in
the daqiqu’l-kalam literature align with the principles of natural theology. In this
context, classical kalam scholars such as al-Juwayni, al-Ghazali, and Fakhr al-Din
al-Razi will be evaluated through their use of cosmological, teleological (argument
from design), and purpose-based arguments. This will allow an inquiry into whether
natural theology was employed as a methodological tool from the early periods of
kalam and how it might be revitalized in contemporary discourse.In the final section
of the study, the relationship between natural theology and the Islamic concept
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of wasatiyya will be explored. Wasatiyya represents a moderate approach that
balances reason and revelation not only on social and political levels but also in the
domain of knowledge production. In this context, natural theology -without excluding
revelation- offers a balanced and universal mode of knowledge based on reason. This
demonstrates that it may serve as an important epistemological method reinforcing
the spirit of wasatiyya within the science of kalam.

Keywords: Natural Theology, Kalam, Daqiq al-Kalam, Jalil al-Kalam, Wasatiyya
Thought.
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Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae, trans. Fathers of the English Dominican Province (New York:
Benziger Bros., 1947), 1, q. 2, art. 3.

3 Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Al-Matalib al- ‘Aliyah min al- Ilm al-Ilaht, Vol. 1, ed. Ahmad Hijazi al-Saqqa
(Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 1987), 112—-120.
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4 Basil Altaie, “Islam & Natural Philosophy: Principles of Daqiq al-Kalam,” ResearchGate, June 2025,

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/388086608 Islam_Natural Philosophy Principles_of Daqi
q_Al-Kalam Basil Altaie.
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Islam Hukukunda Igerik Sorunlari: Tartismali Iimi Ihtisas Toplantisi (Istanbul: Ensar Nesriyat, 2017),
105.
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7 Brian Davies, 4n Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004),
36-38.
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Thomas Aquinas, Summa Contra Gentiles, trans. Anton Pegis (Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame

Press, 1955), 1.3.
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12 William Paley, Natural Theology (London: J. Faulder, 1802), 1-5; Mehmet Bulgen, “Kelam ilminin
Kozmolojik Boyutlar1 ve Giiniimiiz Kozmolojisi,” Marmara Universitesi Ilahiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi
39, no. 2 (2010): 49-80.
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Thomas Aquinas, Summa contra Gentiles, 11, 1. cf. Etienne Gilson, The Christian Philosophy of St.
Thomas Aquinas (New York: Random House, 1956), 115.
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René Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy, trans. John Cottingham (Cambridge: Cambridge

University Press, 1996), Med. 3.

18 Robert Boyle, The Works of Robert Boyle, ed. Thomas Birch (London: Pickering & Chatto, 1999), Vol.
1, p. 23-25.

1 Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, Theodicy: Essays on the Goodness of God, the Freedom of Man and the

Origin of Evil (La Salle: Open Court, 1985), 120-125.

Isaac Newton, Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy, trans. Andrew Motte (New York:

Prometheus Books, 1995), General Scholium.

George Berkeley, A Treatise Concerning the Principles of Human Knowledge (Oxford: Oxford

University Press, 2002), 3—6.

22 William Paley, Natural Theology (London: J. Faulder, 1802), 10.
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David Hume, Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion, 21-24.
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27 Hasan al-Shafi ‘1, Al-Madkhal ila Dirasat ‘Ilm al-Kalam al-Jadid (Kaherah: Maktabat Wahba, 2010),

98.
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66-77.
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